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PREFACE 

Why This Now 

‘Knowledge of public action in the past’ wrote Pollard, provides the 

best means of understanding the present and the safest guide for the 

exercise of political power. Through proper study of history, we can 

join the wisdon of Solomon to the counsel of Socrates by trying to get 

understanding and learning to know ourselves.’ After all, history is the 

record of a nation's character on the wide canvas of time. It is the 

compendium of experience for persons as well as the people. It 

beckons to the glories of the past and warns against the pitfalls of 

future. 

There was time when Mughal administration repeatedly ordered 

complete destruction of every Sikh but, despite all state-sponsored 

persecution and repeated invasions and butchery, the valiant Sikhs not 

only resisted and withstood the onslaught and slaughter but, once for 

all, ferociously repulsed and completely stopped a thousand years 

wave of invasion, from the North-West of India. Despite a minuscule 

minority of hardly two percent, their contributions to the freedom of 
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India have also been the largest. In 1975-79, when Indira Gandhi 

chose to abrogate all freedoms, brave Sikhs were the only people who 

made a continuous determined protest against its black laws, 

involving ruthless suffering, death and imprisonment of over fifty 

thousand Sikhs and, sadly, none else had then dared to comfort that 

terrific oppression. They are really the only people who brought about 

a Green Revolution in India, despite the well-planned clipping of their 

wings, for all times, through cutting short of their land holdings- the 

principal mean of their very existence. 

Invariably, Sikh struggles have been for the cause of justice and 

freedom. Several writers, including army men, used their pens to write 

down the history of the Sikhs pertaining to the post-partition period, 

especially the Akali struggle and its aftermath. Almost everyone saw 

the events with jaundiced eyes and open bias, brand ing the Sikhs as 

fundamentalists obviously crossing all bounds of reality or serious 

academics and even ignoring the well-known and well-established 

ground realities. They seemed to echo the Government version of the 

horrendous events, superficial, biased and partisan as these were, 
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seemed unmindful of the dirty game of gross misrepresentations when 

they tried to justify the ghastly Operation. 

It was never realized that several hundreds of innocent Sikh 

pilgrims- men, women and children-had gathered at the Martyrdom 

Day of Guru Arjan Dev to commemorate the solemn occasion, as has 

been done every year for over 350 years, but plans drawn by the army 

were of the most ruthless kind, without any spark of brilliance. Dismal 

tale of imposition of total curfew of the most savage kind for 72 hours 

in the peak of the summer season, total news blackout, indiscriminate 

killings, the use of tanks and plunder of the most-valuable Sikh 

Reference library and Archives, speak by themselves the real intention 

of the then Government. A writer had gone to the extent of criticising 

the militants, calling them ‘dacoits’ and ‘gangsters’, knowing fully 

well that such harsh comments might invoke immediate applause only 

in official circle, but they had generated utter frustration in sober Sikh 

families. No writer felt sorry for refusing to understand the sentiments 

of a common Sikh but went on repeating, like parrots, primarily the 

government versions in one form or the other, though only Dr. Joyce 

J.M. Pettigrew, a Scottish anthropologist, had the exceptional courage 
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