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Preface

My mother always encouraged me to study Ram Charita Manas-the
classic work of the great poet Tulsidas and narrate the attributes of
women characters described in the book. She is no more with us but [
distinctly feel her affectionate, loving and reassuring presence
always around me. It is almost impossible for anybody to express -
howsoever mighty a pen that he or she may wield- what a mother's
presence meant for them in terms of a perennial persistence and
unconditional source of all emotional, physical and mental support.
On the other hand, lost in the loving and inspiring memories of their
mothers anybody can write about her with soothing ease and
effortlessly chosen words and pay tributes and heighten her
visibility and reverence.

I vividly remember my mother getting up early in the morning,
chanting “Om Namo Bhagwate Vasudevay” Lord Krishna's twelve
lettered prayer and using her fingers (Kar-Mala) to count the number
of chants. At night, before going to sleep she would listen to selected
verses from the last chapter of Ram Charit Manas that my father
used to recite regularly. Irrespective of the nature of task whether
routine household chores or important decisions regarding the
future of her children, the working style of my mother was
consistent—organised, logical and graceful. My father was a highly
qualified, literary individual with in-depth knowledge and
understanding of Ram Charita Manas. On many occasions, I was
fortunate to hold discussions with him on famous devotees of Sri
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