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Td HERUTH 1st TrT

The pleasures of life are meagre
and poor, and they are counteracted
by wanton credulity, ignorance and
superstition, which may vary in different
countries, but their root cause remains
similar, if not identical. How to eliminate
these defects has engaged the attention
of many people, but amongst them,
the author of this work internationally
described as possessing “razor-like mind
and a rapier-like tongue,” has throughout
his life tried to reform human life by his
thought and action.

In this work, his counter-action
is published in the form of articles on
various important subjects which have
their educative and corrective value. They
tend to remove the over-grown crust
from the human mind, and liberate it
to the lasting good of the people, and of
those who study and practise the reforms
therein indicated.
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PREFACE

All sentient life is susceptible to its environments—regional,
religious and social. These environments affect, modify and control
human character and determine its relation to both the State and its
peoples. The history of the world shows how man is susceptible to
these influences, and how his character is modified and controlled
by their impact upon the people. The history of Europe is a living
example of such reactions to the ruling influences of men.

A democratic state becomes over-night converted to
communism, and communism expands by its invisible force to
other countries, widening its circle of influence which, in course
of time, reacts upon the hegemony of power. The history of India
for the last 3,000 years has been the history of human psychology
modified and controlled by these influences. The foreign power in
control of the country exploited it by visible and invisible means of
controlling the masses. But the masses at large have not collectively
reacted, except in very recent times. The combined influences of
other forces, however, proved too much for their safety, security
and general happiness, but in India the people at large have for ages
remained static and unmoved by the change of power and its policy
towards the people. The people’s character is the resultant effect of
these forces acting and reacting upon its life. Whether the Moghul
or the British be in power, their object was to control the masses,
and this control was achieved by force of arms, inculcations and the
subtle influence of those who were amenable to their policy. They
were rewarded or punished according to whether they became
subservient or recalcitrant to the ‘divine’ will of the ruler.

In course of time, customs became established, and these, in
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turn, gave rise to tradition and the sanctity of age. When once
customs are formed and habits modified, the people do not go
beyond them to seck their origin. They follow them by heredity
and habit, and seeck compliance with what they begin to treat as
providential dispensation. A student of human psychology has
to dig and see deeper than what he sees around him. He has to
delve into the root cause of the various forms of social life, which
he sees around him. He must dissect and discover the genetical
sources of human character formed by tradition. If he finds that
it is erroncous and devoid of truth, he becomes the apostle of
social reform, and he in turn may propagate his belief amongst
the few intelligentsia that follow him. An analytical thinking mind
is necessary to understand the genesis of human character, and its
repercussion upon contemporary life and its well-being.

The essays in this work are intended to serve that purpose.
They go into the root cause of the various institutions: regional
religious, social and moral; and crystallize the result of prolonged
study and research. It is not expected that the masses will readily
understand or follow these deductions, but what is expected is
that the race of intelligentsia may begin to understand them and,
through understanding, reform their own lives and the lives of their
tellow-creatures who live in their midst.

Of all inculcations of climatic, regional and religious faiths,
the most important is the approach of science and logic. These
two, if properly understood and applied, would convince the
people of what accumulated dogmas they have enshrined in their
own minds, and how necessary it is to purge them therefrom. A
modern progressive state of people must possess this faculty of
mental analysis, research and absorption. These essays are intended
to serve as a help to this end. They have examined all questions
through the medium of truth, throwing the search-light of reason
and logic on all institutions, however ancient and however sacred.

When the human mind is cleared of cant and hypocrisy, it will
begin to shine and illuminate the static mentality of the common
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people. It will have a far-reaching effect in modifying and uplifting
human character, and its reaction upon the State would then begin
to fulminate and contribute to the growth of human happiness and
human progress.

These essays are not intended to be the last word on any
subject, but they have their relative value in approaching the
question, in the humble spirit of re-awakening the human mind
to the proper understanding of the various problems, which have
become conglomerated from the impact of history. There is no
dialectical approach to any of the questions raised in the ensuing
pages, but there is a fervent hope that these questions may re-
awake and kindle the desire to reach “the truth, the whole truth
and nothing but the truth,” in the cataclysmic confusion of life.

University House, Saugor, CP H.S.G.
Ist September, 1948
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