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CHAPTER 1
HIMM'’S EARLY LIFE

Himm is the pet abbreviation for Himmat Singh, which, in
the language of Ind, means “A brave lion”—or “A lion in
bravery.” It was a name which the old village astrologer bestowed
upon the only son of an obscure villager, who tilled his field and
got out of it what little sustenance he could.

Nagina was a small hamlet in the hills of the plateau districts
of India, while Rup Singh, the farmer, was a small tenant of an
oppressive landlord who rackrented him.

In order to please the Sahibs who looked upon education
with a favoured eye, Dhanjit Prasad Malguzar had set apart a
dilapidated portion of the verandah of his shrine, to serve as
the village battiashala, or primary school. The teacher was his
henchman and factotum, Pandit Ishwar Das, who wrote his
accounts, knew how to falsify them to his master’s advantage,
was an adept in the preparation of deeds, officiated as the priest
accredited to the Thakur, in whose porch the village urchins
mastered the arcana of reading and writing, elementary addition
and subtraction.

Himm was an unruly pupil, being more fond of playing
truant or practising pranks upon his Guru, who presided at
the teaching stall. They were ten boys in all; but most of them,
unlike Himm, were reverential to their teacher, and attentive
to their slates. They used no paper, for it was scarce and dear.
Slates could be washed by being spat upon, but paper would not
stand that ordeal.

The course lasted three years, at the end of which the pupil





