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Abstract

Modernism as Habermas notes in his Essay ‘Modernity- An
Incomplete Project’ in association with its etymological roots in
Latin with term “Moderns” was used to establish a new Europe
(Christian) away from its ‘“Roman, Pagan Past”. At the
beginning of twentieth century, it emerged to be a literary and
art movement dissociating from the obsolete past of realism and
central position of Enlightenment in European culture.
Modernism in art and literature are rooted in the vision of
Europe in the wake of two World Wars and sees art to be an
autonomous entity having its definition and identity contained in
its form, colors and fragmentations and the boundaries of frame.
The advent of various art movements such as Dadaism,
Surrealism, Expressionism, Cubism etc. were established on the
universal autonomous character of art and its self-sufficing
characteristics.

In the wake of nationalistic reformulation and modernization of
Indian society, the artists (Sculptures, painters, Poets) and
writers took upon themselves to imitate the West. India being in
its nascent stage of reconstruction could not possibly dissociate
itself from its cultural, religious, socio-economical contexts.
During the times when internationalization of art and modernity
took place, few artists in India emerged who created an efficient
mixture of regional complexity, cultural ambiguity and socio-
economic challenges faced by Indian society. These artists are
namely Abanindranath Tagore, Binod Behari Mukherjee,
Ramkinker Baij and Nandlal Bose; all the artists are coming from
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